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element:  meaning:                 Example: 
Head Main claim, purpose or 

proposition  (is it clear?) 

"The purpose of this article is..." 

Eyes Writer's viewpoint  (look 

for clues to a possible bias) 

"The way I see it..." 

Abdomen Argument (is it supported by 

evidence?) 

"it is quite clear that..." 

Connector Inference (look for flaws in 

the logic) 

"thus..." 

Legs Supporting evidence  (are 

the statistics skewed to serve the 

writer's agenda?) 

"as you can see from the data..." 

Lower ab 

segment 

Conclusion (are there gaps in 

the logic stream?)  

"therefore..." 

Wings Motivators (why was it 

written?  who paid for it?) 

"I am writing as a 

concerned_____________..." 

Thorax General Consequences "the net effect will be..." 

Eggs Stated benefits (view with a 

skeptical eye) 

"this should yield a big increase..." 

Stingers Negative effects (look for 

hidden negatives) 

"the downside is..." or  "___can 

easily be mitigated by_______" 

Main Claim or Proposition 

P 

 Proposition 

or Proposition 
Consequences of 

Reasoning 

1st Argument 

Viewpoint Motivators 

Supporting Evidence 

2nd Argument 

Inference 

Negative 
Effects 

Benefits 

Conclusion(s) 

challenge: select and read an article that interests you, one that contains a claim, 

arguments, evidence and a conclusion.  create an analogical bug to form a pictograph of 

the article..  Make the different body parts reflect the relationships and relative 

strengths of the different characteristics, such as head (main claim) abdomen 

(argument) and legs (evidence).    add as many body parts as you need, according to the 

content of what you are analyzing.   be creative in your bug anatomy---invent new parts, 

make new arrangements.  your bug may even have two heads!  hint: a gap between parts 

could  indicate a poor logic stream.  do whatever works to illustrate your conclusions.   

 


